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AMENDIVIEN I S TO THE CLAIMS 

I .(amended) A method of encapsulating a sensitive material comprising; 

(a) plating the sensitive material onto a solid oanier, in an atmosphere inert to the 
sensilivii material, to form a plated material; and 

fb) encapsulating the platetl material , wherein encnpsulatinfi comprises spravinp a 
melted encapsulant onto the plated material. 

Plea.te cancel Claims J 2 and 13. 

21 . (amended) A n^ethod of encapsulating a sensitive niateriai comprising: 

(a\ introducing the sensitive material into an encapsulation vessej. wherein the 

atmosphere in the encapsuliition vessel is inert to the sensitive material: and 

(\>) encapsulatinqi the sensitive Qiaterjal. wherein enoapsulatinc comprises 

spraying a melted encapsulant onto the sensitive material. 

Please cancel Claim 22. 

23. (previously presented) method according to Claim 21 wherein the sensitive 
materjal is Ivophilized before being introduce d jnto the encapsulation vessel. 

24. (previously presented) The method of Claim 2 1 wherein the atmosphere inert 
to the sensitive materiaj is njtrogen. carbon dioxide, or helium. 

25. (previously presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the atmosphere inert 
tQ the sensitive miiterial is oxygen-free, 

26. (previously presented) Tlie method of Claim 21 wherein the percentage of 
encapsulant in the resulting encansukited sensitive material is between about 10 to about 
90%. 
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27. (previously presented) The method oFCkilm 26 wherein the percentniie of 
encapsulant In the resulting encapsiilateii sen-sitive mnterial is Ipgtween about 20 to about 
80%. 

2!5. (previously presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein the sensitive material 
is a volatile material. 

29. (previously presented) The method oFCIaim 21 wherein jihe sensitive material 
has a bjj i ling pQini; of b etween abou t 40" F and 250" F. 

30. (previously presented) Tlic method o f Claim 21 wherein the sensitive material 
is an Qxyije n sensi tjve Tnateriaj. 

3 1 . (previously presented) Tl^e method ol'Claim 21 wherein the sensitive material 
is a bjojoiiicallv active substance. 

32. (previously amended) The method oFCIaim 31 wherein the bioloKicallva(?tive 
substance in selected from the tfroup con.siBtingofZ.ac<o/.>ac77//. Jiifklohacfenmi. Enterococci. 
phvtase. amyjases. lipases, invertases. tmnstilutaminaties. proteases, lipoxvuenases and 
pento.sanoses. 

33. (previously presented) Tlie method oFCIaim 32 wherein the biolo|iicallv active 
substance \s Laciohacillus acidophilus. 

34. (previously presented) The m ethod oFCIaim 21 wherein the sensitive material 
is at least one selected from the uroup consistinft of alcohols, acetones, ketones, aldehydes, 
organic acids ,, and an tioxidants. 

Claims 35-62 (cancelled) 
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S TA I ITS OF CLAIMS; 

Claims are listed with markings to show changes made vis-a-vis previous amendment. 

X. (pending) A method of encapsulating a sensitive material comprising: 

(a) plating the sensitive material onto o solid carrier, in an atmosphere inert to the 

sensitive materiui, to form a pluied material; and 

(h) encapsulating the plated material ^ wherein encapsulating comprises sproyingjv 

melted encapsulant onto the plated material. 

2. (pending) The method of cloini 1 wherein the atmosphere inert to the sensitive 
material is nitrogen, carbon dioxide, or helium, 

3. (pending) The method of claim ] wherein the solid carrier is chilled prior to 
plating with the sensitive material. 

4. (pending) The method of claim 3 wherein the .solid carrier is chilled by liquid 
nitrogen. 

5. (pending) The method of claim I wherein the solid carrier is porous or semi 

porous. 

6. (pending) The method of claim 5 wherein the solid earner is maltodextrin, silicon 
dioxide, starches and starch derivatives, gums, or hydrocolloids, 

7. (pending) The method of claim 6 wherein the enciipsulation occurs in an 
atmosphere inert to the sensitive material, 

8. (pending) The method of claim 7 wherein the atmosphere inert to the sensitive 
material is oxygen-free. 
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9. (pending) The method of claim 7 wherein the iitmosphere inert to the sensitive 
mnterial iti nitrogen, carbon dioxide, or helium. 

10. (pending) The method ofclaim I wherein the sensitive Tnalerial has a boiling 
point of between about 40°F and 250"F. 

1 1 . (pending) The metliod ofclaim 1 wherein the atmosphere inert to the sensitive 
miiierial is oxygen-free. 

1.2. (cancelled). 

13. (cancel led). 

14. (pending) The method ofclaim J wherein the percentage of encapsulantin the 
resulting encapsulated particles is between about 10 to about 90% 

1.5. (pending) The method ofclaim 14 wherein the percentage of encapaulant in the 
resulting encapsuliited particles is between about 20 to about 80%, 

16. (pending) The method ofclaim I wherein the sensitive material is a volatile 
material. 

17. (pending) Hie method of claim 1 wherein the sensitive material is an oxygen 
sensitive material. 

] 8. (pending) The method ofclaim 1 wherein the sensitive material is n biologically 
active substance. 

19. (pending) The method ofclaim 18 wherein the biologically active substance is 
selected from the geowpconshting of! Lactobacilli, Bijidohocienimi, Enlerococcl, phytase, 
amylases, lipases, invertases, transglutaminases, proteases, lipoxygenases and pentosanases, 
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20. (pending) The method of claim 1 wherein the sensitive material is iit least one 
selected tVoni the group consisting of iilcohols, acetones, ketonet^, aldehydes, organic acids, 
and nntioxidants, 

21. (pending) A method ofencnpsulating a sensitive material compriHini;: 

(a) introdiicing the senaitive material into an encapsulation vessel. w>herein the 

atmosphere in the encapsulation v e ssel is inert to the sensitive material: and 

(h) encapsulating the sensitive materi al , wherein encapsulating comprises 
spraying a melted encapsulant ontQ th e .senRitive material. 

22. (cancelled). 

23. (pending) A nieihod accordinj^ to Claim 21 wherein the aenaitive material is 
lyophili^ed before being introduced jnto the eogapgul&tion veKsel. 

24. (pending) The method of Claim 21 wherein the iitmosnhere inert to the sensitive 
material is nitrogien. carbon dioxide, or helium. 

25. (pending) The method of Claim 21 wherein the atmosphere inert to the sensitive 
material is oxygen-free. 

26. (pending) Tlie m ethod of Claim 21 wherein the percentatie of encapsulant in the 
resulting encapsulatecl sensitive material is between about 10 to about 90%. 

27. (pending) llie method of Claim 26 wherein the percent a ge of encapsulant in the 
repultin g encapsulated sensitive ma terial is belv/ecn about 20 to about 80%, 

28. (pending) The method of Claim 21 wherein the sensitive material is a volatile 
material. 
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29. (pending) The method uf Claim 21 wherein the aensitive material has a boilinc 
poiiit of between about 40" F and 250" F. 

30. (pending) Hie method oF Claim 21 wherein the sensitive material is an oxvtien 
sensitive material. 

31. (pending) The method orClaim 21 wherein the Kensitive material is_n 
blolQEjetill y active substance. 

32. (pending) The method ol' Claim 31 wherein the biolofiicallv active substanoe is 
selected from the arou p cons isting o{ LactobacillL (iUulgt^aclerium. Eriierococcu phvtase. 
amylases, lipases, invettases. transjllutaminases. proteases, lipoxvgennses and pentosana.ses. 

33. (pending) The method of Claim 32 wherein the bioloaicallv aclive substance is 
Lactohacillus acidoph i I us. 

34. (pending) The method of Claim 21 wherein the sensitive material is at least one 
selected from the aroup consistint; oralcohols. acetones, ketones. aldehyde.s. oruanic acids, 
and antioxidarits. 

Claims 35-62 (cancelled) 
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